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Introduction

Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and confused, 
unsure of what to make of the empty tomb. But this is why we gather: to proclaim, witness, 
praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and resurrection. In word and feast, 
we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to share this good news with all the world. 
Alleluia!

Prayer of the Day

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his 
glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, 
that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 10:34-43
Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from Gentiles in order to proclaim 
the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so that God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name would reach out 
to all people.
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but 
in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know
the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of 
all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; 
how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him 
to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.”



Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
1Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good;
  God’s mercy en- | dures forever.
 2Let Israel | now declare,
  “God’s mercy en- | dures forever.”
 14The LORD is my strength | and my song,
  and has become | my salvation.
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous:
  “The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!
 16The right hand of the LORD| is exalted!
  The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!”
 17I shall not | die, but live,
  and declare the works | of the LORD.
 18The LORD indeed pun- | ished me sorely,
  but did not hand me o- | ver to death.
 19Open for me the | gates of righteousness;
  I will enter them and give thanks | to the LORD.
 20“This is the gate | of the LORD;
  here the righ- | teous may enter.”
 21I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me
  and you have become | my salvation.
 22The stone that the build- | ers rejected
  has become the chief | cornerstone.
 23By the LORD has | this been done;
  it is marvelous | in our eyes.
 24This is the day that the | LORD has made;
  let us rejoice and be | glad in it.

Second Reading: I Corinthians 15:1-11
The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As the 
crucified and risen Christ appeared to the earliest of his followers, so we experience the presence of the Risen 
One in the preaching of this faith.
1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, 
which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved,
if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe 
in vain.
  3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died 
for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised
on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to 
the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, 
most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all
the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least
of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But 



by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the 
contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is 
with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.

Gospel Reading: Mark 16:1-8
The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and amazement.
1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day
of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one 
another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they 
looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5As 
they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right 
side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for 
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the 
place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, 
for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 
afraid.
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Prayers of Intercession

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love, saying “hear us, O God,” and responding, 
“your mercy is great.”

A brief silence.

Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the power of 
your love that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news wherever death holds 
sway. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life. Bring it to
blossom and flourish; use it to remind us of your persistent grace. Cultivate our care for what 
you have made. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your peace.
Draw together people of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and inspire new 
beginnings. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who are afraid 
or confused, those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those who grieve 
(especially). Assure them of your promises. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy as we are called your 
beloved in baptism. Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, at work, and in our 
community. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that we join 
with (Benedict the African and) all who have gone before us in proclaiming: “your mercy 
endures forever!” Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



A reflection for Resurrection of Our Lord Sunday...

Middle of the Story

Literarily and theologically, Mark’s gospel ends awkwardly at 16:8. The women are 
astonished and afraid, and what most scholars consider the original ending of Mark seems 
more like the middle of the story than its end. What about appearances of the risen Christ? 
What about the joyful proclamation that death has not had the last word? Mark’s gospel is 
problematic for those anticipating the more complete story of resurrection recounted by 
other gospels. For some circumstances, however, Mark’s ending hits just the right note—
especially for those who aren’t sure about resurrection themselves, or whose own lives are in
an awkward, unresolved limbo.

In Mark’s version, all we have to depend on are Jesus’ earlier words, the realization that the 
women must have shared their experience eventually, and the intriguing possibility of the 
empty tomb. Somehow the women’s fear must have eventually become courage, but Mark 
leaves it up to his readers to wonder how. Still, Mark’s “ending” contains hope: even in 
times of uncertainty and fear, we can live the story of resurrection, depending on Jesus’ 
words, the church’s testimony, and the intriguing possibility of new life in Christ.

As we too are still in the middle of our life stories, Mark’s gospel is a good companion. Most
of the time we live with an awkward, unresolved mix of fears and possibilities, in which 
resurrection is hinted at rather than completed. This is true for the church as well; this story 
may appear to be the end, but it’s really just the middle. The story of the risen Jesus 
continues in the mission of the church, Christ’s body. The possibility of resurrection draws us
into a community that lives out the middle of its story in the hope and witness of Christ’s 
new life.
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