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Prayer of the Day

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit
to know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

First Reading: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20

The God of the exodus graciously gave Israel the Ten Commandments. Primatrily stated as negative
imperatives, the Ten Commandments forbid gross sins such as murder, adultery, theft, and perjury. In most of life
they grant Israel freedom to live righteously, with maximum love for God and neighbor.

1God spoke all these words:

2| am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the

3

house of slavery; Yyou shall have no other gods before me.

4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in
heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.

"You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD
will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.

8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 93ix days you shall labor and do all
your work.

24onor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land
that the LORD your God is giving you.

13You shall not murder.

14you shall not commit adultery.

15You shall not steal.

16you shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

17you shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s
wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.

18\When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the
trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a

distance, 19

speak to us, or we will die.” 20Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has
come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.”

and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God



Psalm 19

"The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,
and the sky proclaims its | maker’s handiwork.

20One day tells its tale | to another,
and one night imparts knowledge | to another.

3Although they have no | words or language,
and their voices | are not heard,

4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends | of the world,
where God has pitched a tent | for the sun.

51t comes forth like a bridegroom out | of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to | run its course.

61t goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of | it
again;
nothing is hidden from its | burning heat.
"The teaching of the LORD is perfect and re- | vives the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to | the simple.

8The statutes of the LORD are just and re- | joice the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light | to the eyes.

9The fear of the LORD is clean and en- | dures forever;
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous | altogether.

OMore to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb.

"By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is | great reward.

2Who can detect one’s | own offenses?
Cleanse me from my | secret faults.

3Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion | over
me;
then shall | be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense.
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in your
sight,
O LoRD, my strength and | my redeemer.



Matthew 21:33-46

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans will, ironically,
bring about the fulfillment of scripture.

[Jesus said to the people:] 33« isten to another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a

watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 34When the

harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But
the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another.

36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same

way. 37FinaIIy he sent his son to them, saying, “They will respect my son.’ 38But when
the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him

and get his inheritance.’ 3930 they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and
killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those

tenants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and
lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”

42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,

and it is amazing in our eyes’?

43Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a

people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will
be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

45\When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that

he was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the
crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.
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Prayers of Intercession

Let us pray...
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those
in need, saying “God in your mercy,” and responding, “hear our prayer.”

A brief silence.

Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard. Refresh the church with
your life, that we may bear fruit through work and service. God, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for those whose hands bring
the fruits of the earth to the tables of all who hunger. May we be inspired by your servants
who cared deeply for your creation, especially Francis of Assisi, whom we commemorate
today. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Curb the impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of others. Grant that
world leaders seek the fruits of the kingdom for the good and welfare of all people. God, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your presence, heal our pain
and suffering, and equip us to embrace all bodies aching for wholeness of mind, body, and
soul. We call to mind those who are struggling today (especially those we name now out loud
or on our hearts... [pause]). God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all managers in our community and for all who seek employment. Give hope and
a future to those who lack meaningful work, those who have been marginalized or abused in
the workplace, and those who desire new opportunities. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Thank you for the saints who teach us to live faithfully in your vineyard. May our chorus join
theirs until our labour is complete. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Reflection for Season of Creation from Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America)...

In the story of creation God provided a paradise. All of creation was in balance and was a
delight. And God set clear boundaries so that balance could be maintained and all created
things could nourish. These boundaries provided definition that made possible the amazing
diversity of the created world. Far from being a constraint, these boundaries provided

freedom and, paradoxically, real connection.

But humankind rebelled and continues to rebel. It is almost as if we view boundaries as an
offense and limits as an affront. Creation is ours to use! But that denies the truth that we

have this one earth and this one temporal life.

As | write this, we are living in a pandemic. The coronavirus that causes COVID-19 has
spread throughout the world, bringing sickness and death. Viruses are strange creatures.
They have no nucleus or membrane; they are unable to differentiate like normal healthy cells
and are completely dependent on a host cell to survive. They will use up that cell even if it
means the death of the host.

So God, through the law, gave us the gift of limits. God is God and we are not. We are
responsible to each other. Our actions have consequences. We are not to live as membrane-

less viruses.

The law of the Lord is perfect, sure, right, clear, pure and true. It brings wisdom, rejoicing,

enlightenment and righteousness.

Creator God, help us to accept your boundaries so that all created things can nourish.

Amen.
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On October 4", we commemorate Francis of Assisi,
renewer of the church, died 1226

Francis was the son of a wealthy cloth merchant. In a public confrontation with his father, he
renounced his wealth and future inheritance and devoted himself to serving the poor. Francis
described this act as being “wedded to Lady Poverty.” Under his leadership the Order of
Friars Minor (Franciscans) was formed, and they took literally Jesus’ words to his disciples
that they should take nothing on their journey and receive no payment for their work. Their
task in preaching was to “use words if necessary.” Francis had a spirit of gladness and
gratitude for all of God’s creation. This commemoration has been a traditional time to bless
pets and animals, creatures Francis called his brothers and sisters.

For those with a pet in their home (or those who might want to offer a prayer/blessing for a
pet in someone else’s home)...

Blessing of Animals
Holy God, we thank you for the gift of __animal’s name___in the life of __ person’s name .

Through this animal you have brought many blessings. Today, we pause to name our
gratitude, and to pray a blessing on ___animal’s name . For the companionship of our pets we
give thanks. Bless this animal’s life in our care, may she/he/it know love through all her/his/its

days. Amen

Gracious and loving God, you place all living things into the care of humankind. We pray that
companionship with household pets will deepen our care for animals everywhere. Help us to
balance our needs with theirs, and lead us in ways of life together that will be sustainable for

all. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen
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