Sunday, November 6, 2022 — Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
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Introduction

We worship on the first day of the week because Jesus was raised on that day. Every Sunday
is a little Easter. This Sunday feels more like Easter than many as the appointed texts
celebrate the reality of the resurrection. Live it up this Lord’s day. Our God is the God of the
living.

Prayer of the Day

O God, our eternal redeemer, by the presence of your Spirit you renew and direct our hearts.
Keep always in our mind the end of all things and the day of judgment. Inspire us for a holy
life here, and bring us to the joy of the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Haggai 1:15b--2:9

Haggai called on the exiles who had returned from Babylon to rebuild the temple. The rebuilt temple, however,
pales in comparison with the first temple, built by Solomon. Haggai’s message of encouragement and promise of
future splendor gives hope to the people and to their leaders.

15|y the second year of King Darius, 2'in the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the

month, the word of the LORD came by the prophet Haggai, saying: 2Speak now to Zerubbabel
son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to

the remnant of the people, and say, 3Who is left among you that saw this house in its former

glory? How does it look to you now? Is it not in your sight as nothing? 4Yet now take courage,
O Zerubbabel, says the LORD; take courage, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest;
take courage, all you people of the land, says the LORD; work, for | am with you, says the

LoRD of hosts, ®according to the promise that | made you when you came out of Egypt. My
spirit abides among you; do not fear. SFor thus says the LORD of hosts: Once again, in a little

while, | will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; “and | will shake
all the nations, so that the treasure of all nations shall come, and | will fill this house with

splendor, says the LORD of hosts. 8The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, says the LORD of

hosts. 9The latter splendor of this house shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of
hosts; and in this place | will give prosperity, says the LORD of hosts.



Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21

1| will exalt you, my | God and king,
and bless your name forev- | er and ever.

2Every day | will | bless you
and praise your name forev- | er and ever.

3Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised!
There is no end | to your greatness.

4One generation shall praise your works | to another
and shall de- | clare your power.

5 will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty
and all your | marvelous works.

7You are righteous in | all your ways
and loving in | all your works.

18You are near to all who | call upon you,
to all who call up- | on you faithfully.

19You fulfill the desire of | those who fear you;
you hear their | cry and save them.

20you watch over all | those who love you,
but all the wicked you | shall destroy.

21My mouth shall speak the praise | of the LORD;
let all flesh bless God’s holy name forev- | er and ever.

Second Reading: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17

This portion of the letter provides encouragement for the church at Thessalonica during a time of confusion and
opposition, as some allowed their concern over Jesus’imminent return to divert them from the central teachings
of the gospel.

'As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg
you, brothers and sisters, 2not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by

word or by letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. 3Let
no one deceive you in any way; for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first and

the lawless one is revealed, the one destined for destruction. “He opposes and exalts himself
above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God,

declaring himself to be God. °Do you not remember that | told you these things when | was
still with you?

13But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord,
because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and
through belief in the truth. 14For this purpose he called you through our proclamation of the



good news, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1530 then, brothers and
sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of
mouth or by our letter.

®Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through

grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 17 comfort your hearts and strengthen them in
every good work and word.

Gospel: Luke 20:27-38

Some Sadducees, who do not believe in the resurrection of the dead, try to trap Jesus. They formulate the
convoluted case of a serial widow who marries a succession of seven brothers. Jesus responds by teaching
about God to whom all are alive and in whom all relationships are fulfilled.

27Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to [Jesus] 28and asked him
a question, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but no

children, the man shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. 29Now there
were seven brothers; the first married, and died childless; 3then the second 3'and the third
married her, and so in the same way all seven died childless. 32Finally the woman also died.

33In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married
her.”

34Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; 3°but
those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead
neither marry nor are given in marriage. 36Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are

like angels and are children of God, being children of the resurrection. 3’And the fact that the
dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the

Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 38Now he is God not of
the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive.”
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Prayers of Intercession

United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world, saying “God, in
your mercy,” and responding, “receive our prayer.”

A brief silence.

God of time and space, our faith has been passed down through the generations. Bless new
believers, catechumens, and any affirming their faith in you (especially), that they share what
they have first received. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God of tempest and tide, our world is full of dazzling beauty and brutal destruction. Protect us
and all your creatures from hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, and fires. Restore what has been
lost. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God of truth, raise up leaders with integrity, honesty, and compassion. Unite our elected
officials in shared goals that benefit and serve all people. Instill in them hearts of justice,
mercy, and peace. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God of tumult, you sustain and guide your people when the way forward is uncertain. Abide
with all going through transitions at work, school, or in their personal lives. Bring healing to
those who are sick (especially). Reassure us of your constancy in the midst of change. God,
in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God of togetherness, deepen the relationships that are built in this place. Form us as a
community where tears of sorrow and shouts of joy can both be shared. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

God of tenderness, we give thanks for all who have died in the faith. (Here the names of
those who have died in the previous year may be read.) Console our mourning spirits with the
promise of eternal life in your presence. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Amen.



A reflection for this Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost...

Let's Talk Resurrection

When the Sadducees encounter Jesus with a technical question, he responds by humanizing
and placing divine value upon each character in the Sadducees’ hypothetical scenario.
Jesus' response is about resurrection and about naming people as children of God and of
light. The answer Jesus gives the Sadducees is about God, whose presence means life. This
is about God's promise of resurrection in the face of death, and about life in the face of and

in spite of death.

Like Job, who was surrounded by the remnants of his lost life and still proclaimed hope,
Jesus is in the midst of palpable tension that very soon will lead him to his own death, and
yet he proclaims life. The author of this hope is God, whose very naming of a person brings
that one to life. These texts proclaim hope in the face of hopelessness, and urge us to do

the same.
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All Saints Sunday

Introduction

In holy baptism God makes saints out of sinners. In holy communion God forgives the sins of
all the saints. In worship today we give thanks for all the saints “who from their labors rest.” In
the same breath we petition our God for the strength to hear and to heed the admonitions of
Jesus in today’s gospel. Sealed by the Spirit and sustained by the Savior’s body and blood,
we live with joy as God gives us breath, to the praise of God’s glory.

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith
and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love
you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18

The book of Daniel was written in the second century BCE, when the Syrian king Antiochus Epiphanes was
severely persecuting the Jews. Daniel’s vision of the four beasts proclaims that human kings will come and go,
but the kingdom will ultimately belong to God and to God’s people.

1In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his head
as he lay in bed. Then he wrote down the dream: 2, Daniel, saw in my vision by night the four

winds of heaven stirring up the great sea, 3and four great beasts came up out of the sea,
different from one another.

5As for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me, and the visions of my head terrified
me. 16| approached one of the attendants to ask him the truth concerning all this. So he said

7«

that he would disclose to me the interpretation of the matter: 17«ps for these four great beasts,

four kings shall arise out of the earth. 18But the holy ones of the Most High shall receive the
kingdom and possess the kingdom forever—forever and ever.”

Psalm 149

"Hallelujah! Sing to the LORD| a new song,
God’s praise in the assembly | of the faithful.
2Let Israel rejoice | in their maker;
let the children of Zion be joyful | in their ruler.



3Let them praise their maker’s | name with dancing;
let them sing praise with tambou- | rine and harp.

“For the LORD takes pleasure | in the people
and adorns the | poor with victory.

5 et the faithful re- | joice in triumph;
let them sing for joy | on their beds.

6Let the praises of God be | in their throat
and a two-edged sword | in their hand,

"to wreak vengeance | on the nations
and punishment | on the peoples,

8to bind their | kings in chains
and their nobles with | links of iron,

%o inflict on them the judg- | ment decreed:;
this is glory for all God’s faithful ones. | Hallelujah!

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:11-23

After giving thanks for the faith of the Ephesians, the writer of this letter prays that they might understand the
wisdom, hope, and power of God that is embodied in Jesus Christ.

"In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the

|12

purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, "“so that we,

who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. '3In him you
also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in

him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 4this is the pledge of our
inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

15| have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for

this reason 'l do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my prayers. 7| pray
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and

revelation as you come to know him, 1850 that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious

inheritance among the saints, '°and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us

who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in
Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly

places, 2'far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things

under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, Z3which is his bodly,
the fullness of him who fills all in all.



Gospel: Luke 6:20-31

In echoes of the prophet Isaiah and Mary’s song of praise, Jesus reveals surprising things about who enjoys
blessing and who endures woe. He invites his disciples to shower radical love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity,
and trust even on enemies and outsiders.

20Then [Jesus] looked up at his disciples and said:
“Blessed are you who are poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.
21“Blessed are you who are hungry now,
for you will be filled.
“Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.
22«Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and
defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely
your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.
24“But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.
25Woe to you who are full now,
for you will be hungry.
“Woe to you who are laughing now,
for you will mourn and weep.
26\\oe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false
prophets.
27«Byt | say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 2pless
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29|f anyone strikes you on the cheek,
offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your

shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not
ask for them again. 31Do to others as you would have them do to you.”



Prayers of Intercession for All Saints Sunday

United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world, saying “God, in
your mercy,” and responding, “receive our prayer.”.

A brief silence.

Holy One, your church rests on the faithful who came before us. Give bishops, pastors,
deacons, and lay leaders the will to carry the church forward and discern your will for the
future. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Holy One, the earth is yours and all that dwells within it. Care for places ravaged by natural
disasters (especially). Quell raging fires and halt destruction caused by flooding. God, in your
mercy, receive our prayer.

Holy One, you raise up leaders to guide your people. Kindle in them a passion to care for
others, a desire to seek the common good, and the courage to love their enemies. God, in
your mercy, receive our prayer.

Holy One, you bless those who are poor, hungry, and reviled. Provide food, housing, and
security to all who are vulnerable or in crisis. May those who have more than enough give
generously. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Holy One, hold us in community with one another. Nurture a spirit of abundant hospitality and
intentional inclusion among us, welcoming the gifts of adults and children. Inspire creative
visions for our life together. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Holy One, we remember in thanksgiving all those who have died. (Here the names of those
who have died in the previous year may be read.) Wipe away our tears and comfort us with
the promise of everlasting life in you. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Amen.



A reflection for All Saints Sunday...

Wholly Saints

Who are the saints, and what do they have to say to us? Rather than being perfect
Christians, the saints are people who have been made whole by the grace of God, through
baptism into Christ. The communion of saints is a diverse array of witnesses who remind us
of God's continuing faithfulness, past, present, and future. In the picture painted by the
gospel reading from Luke, the saints challenge us to embody the surprising, world-reversing

ways of the reign of God.
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