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A note about this resource:
The tables compare the faith tradition and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)’s core 
teachings, type of worship, and governance. Following the table are statistics for the number of 
members and congregations. Readers should keep in mind that the statistics do not offer apples-to-
apples comparisons between faith communities, because traditions and even individual congregations 
do not count members the same way. ELCA congregations, for example, count all who have been 
received as members of the congregation through baptism or affirmation of baptism. But some 
congregations carefully distinguish between “active” and “inactive” members (those who do and do not
worship or make a donation of record), while others are less rigorous about who is kept on membership
rolls. In traditions such as the Assemblies of God, many people hesitate to become a member of a 
congregation until they no longer have any doubts about their relationship with God, and a person 
might worship regularly with a congregation for years without ever becoming a member. Other 
traditions, such as Jewish synagogues and Hindu temples, identify as members those who have paid 
annual (or, in some communities, lifetime) dues.

Unless otherwise noted, statistics used in this resource are from the U.S. Religion Census 1952 to 2010,
sponsored by the Association of Statisticians of American Religious Bodies 
(www.rcms2010.org/compare.php). Other websites offer additional resources for faith community 
leaders and information about the location, characteristics, and activities of congregations.

Honoring our Neighbor’s Faith has been designed primarily for adult study groups in Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America congregations. Groups are encouraged to use this resource as best fits 
their circumstances.

http://www.rcms2010.org/compare.php

