HONORING OUR NEIGHBOR'S FAITH (Robert Buckley Farlee, Beth Ann Gaede, eds)

originally published in 1999, revised edition 2016
Judaism

Table of Comparison
Judaism

Lutherans

Type Worship is centered in the home and
of Worship synagogue. The synagogue is a place of
prayer, learning, and social activity.

Worship is centered in the church. The
church defines itself as the community

where the gospel is proclaimed and the
sacraments administered.

Statistics* Union for Reform Judaism
Membership 288580 Houses of worship 834
- Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America

Membership 256303 Houses of worship 1915
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism .

Membership 200,683 Houses of worship 599
Jewish Reconstructionist Federation

Membership 16,774 Houses of worship 98

*Figures estimated and reported by Steven M. Cohen and Jonathon Ament in 2010 ARDA Jewish Congregation Data,
Association of Religion Data Archives (ARDA), http: wwwbjpa.org Publications details.cfm?Publicationl D--21934.



Islam

Table of Comparison ;

Muslims Lutherans 5

Type Congregational prayer held on Friday, Liturgical form typically includes hymns,

of Worship during which men and women assemble prayers, readings, sermon, and holy
separately for prayer and hear a sermon communion based on ecumenical patterns.
by the imam.

Statistics® Membership: 2,600,000
Congregations: 2,106

*From The American Mosque 2011: Basic Characteristics of the American Mosque, Attitudes of Mosque Leaders— Report Number 1 from
the US Mosque Study 2011 by Thsan Bagby (Council on American-Islamic Relations, 2011)



Buddhism

Table of Comparison
Buddhists Lutherans

Type Varies according to sect. Most common Liturgical pattern based on tradition of the
of Worship clements are chanting, an incense Western church.

offering, silent meditation, and a talk by a

priest or monk.

Statistics Membership: 991,683
Congregations: 2,854



Unitarianism

Table of Comparison ’

Unitarian Universalists Lutherans -

Type Worship is more a celebration of the Worship is a celebration of God’s grace

of Worship present than a memorial to the past. and a confession of faith. Liturgical forms
Historical and experimental forms are are used to glorify and thank God.
intermixed.

Statistics Membership: 211,606
Congregations: 1,022
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A note about this resource:

The tables compare the faith tradition and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)’s core
teachings, type of worship, and governance. Following the table are statistics for the number of
members and congregations. Readers should keep in mind that the statistics do not offer apples-to-
apples comparisons between faith communities, because traditions and even individual congregations
do not count members the same way. ELCA congregations, for example, count all who have been
received as members of the congregation through baptism or affirmation of baptism. But some
congregations carefully distinguish between “active” and “inactive” members (those who do and do not
worship or make a donation of record), while others are less rigorous about who is kept on membership
rolls. In traditions such as the Assemblies of God, many people hesitate to become a member of a
congregation until they no longer have any doubts about their relationship with God, and a person
might worship regularly with a congregation for years without ever becoming a member. Other
traditions, such as Jewish synagogues and Hindu temples, identify as members those who have paid
annual (or, in some communities, lifetime) dues.

Unless otherwise noted, statistics used in this resource are from the U.S. Religion Census 1952 to 2010,
sponsored by the Association of Statisticians of American Religious Bodies
(www.rcms?010.org/compare.php). Other websites offer additional resources for faith community
leaders and information about the location, characteristics, and activities of congregations.

Honoring our Neighbor’s Faith has been designed primarily for adult study groups in Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America congregations. Groups are encouraged to use this resource as best fits
their circumstances.
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