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Prayer of the Day

God of all, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we
mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that 
gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.
Amen.

First Reading: Exodus 12:1-14
Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of Passover. This festival 
featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to protect God’s people from the threat of death. 
The early church described the Lord’s supper using imagery from the Passover, especially in portraying Jesus 
as the lamb who delivers God’s people from sin and death.
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the 

beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a

lamb for each household. 4If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest 
neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people 

who eat of it. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the 

sheep or from the goats. 6You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the 

whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7They shall take some of 
the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 
8They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with 

unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted 

over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10You shall let none of it remain until the 

morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11This is how you shall eat it: 
your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it 

hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, 
and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on 

all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for 
you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague 
shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.

  14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the
LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.



Psalm 149

 1Hallelujah! Sing to the LORD| a new song,
  God’s praise in the assembly | of the faithful.

 2Let Israel rejoice | in their maker;
  let the children of Zion be joyful | in their ruler.

 3Let them praise their maker’s | name with dancing;
  let them sing praise with tambou- | rine and harp.

 4For the LORD takes pleasure | in the people
  and adorns the | poor with victory. R

 5Let the faithful re- | joice in triumph;
  let them sing for joy | on their beds.

 6Let the praises of God be | in their throat
  and a two-edged sword | in their hand,

 7to wreak vengeance | on the nations
  and punishment | on the peoples,

 8to bind their | kings in chains
  and their nobles with | links of iron,

 9to inflict on them the judg- | ment decreed;
  this is glory for all God’s faithful ones. | Hallelujah! R

Matthew 18:15-20
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals — and the church as a whole — should go about
restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and 
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have 

regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so 

that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the 

church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be 

done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I 
am there among them.”
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Prayers of Intercession

Let us pray...
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need, saying “God in your mercy,” and responding, “hear our prayer.”.

A brief silence.

Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the 
cooperative work of churches in this community. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; guide 
the work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches. God, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.

Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to our
care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, or pollution 
(especially). God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and 
cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbours. Guide legislators, civil 
servants, judges, and police toward laws that protect the well-being of all. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those 
yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast. Shelter 
all who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit (especially those who we name now on our 
hearts… [pause]). God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to ensure
fair treatment for all who labour. Help us to love our neighbours in and through our work. God,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. As you equipped them, equip 
us with your protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord.
Amen.


	Prayer of the Day
	First Reading: Exodus 12:1-14
	Psalm 149
	Matthew 18:15-20
	Prayers of Intercession

