Sunday, October 16, 2022 — Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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Introduction

Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ's encouragement in the gospel today. Wrestle
with the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come regularly to Christ’s table.
Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be blessed.

Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries. Teach
us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this
suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:27-34
After uttering many oracles of judgment, Jeremiah announces a day of hope when God will make a new

covenant with Israel and Judah, a covenant written upon their hearts and sealed with God'’s forgiveness.
21The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will sow the house of Israel and the

house of Judah with the seed of humans and the seed of animals. 28And just as | have
watched over them to pluck up and break down, to overthrow, destroy, and bring evil, so | will

watch over them to build and to plant, says the LORD. 291n those days they shall no longer
say:
“The parents have eaten sour grapes,
and the children’s teeth are set on edge.”

30But all shall die for their own sins; the teeth of everyone who eats sour grapes shall be set
on edge.

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new covenant with the

house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that | made with their
ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant

that they broke, though | was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that |
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: | will put my law within
them, and | will write it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people.
34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for | will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more.



Psalm 119:97-104

970h, how | | love your teaching!
All the day long it is | in my mind.

98Your commandment has made me wiser | than my enemies,
for it is | always with me.

99 have more understanding than | all my teachers,
for your decrees | are my study.

100] am wiser | than the elders,
because | observe | your commandments.

101| restrain my feet from every | evil way,
that | may | keep your word.

102] do not turn aside | from your judgments,
because you your- | self have taught me.

103How sweet are your words | to my taste!
They are sweeter than honey | to my mouth.

104Through your commandments | gain | understanding;
therefore | hate every | lying way.

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14--4:5

The writer of this letter continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague in ministry, by emphasizing
the importance of faithful teaching despite opposition.

14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom
you learned it, 5and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to
instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. "6All scripture is inspired by God and is

useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, '”so that
everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.

41n the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and

in view of his appearing and his kingdom, | solemnly urge you: 2proclaim the message; be
persistent whether the time is favourable or unfavourable; convince, rebuke, and encourage,

with the utmost patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not put up with
sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit

their own desires, “and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths.

5As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your
ministry fully.



Gospel: Luke 18:1-8

Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas. Jesus is calling God’s people to
cry out for justice and deliverance. For if an unethical judge will ultimately grant the plea of a persistent widow,
how much more will God respond to those who call.

"Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. ’He
said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people.

3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against
my opponent.” *For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though | have no fear of
God and no respect for anyone, °yet because this widow keeps bothering me, | will grant her
justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’” 8And the Lord said, “Listen
to what the unjust judge says. “And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to

him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8 tell you, he will quickly grant justice
to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”
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Prayers of Intercession

In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation, saying
“hear us, O God,” and responding, “your mercy is great.”

A brief silence.

For all the baptized, that they become skilled in compassion and grace and equipped to share
the good news with all. Grant your followers persistence in proclamation and prayer. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.

For air and sky, clouds and sun, that they provide rain to parched land and relief to flooded
ground. Renew and restore our polluted atmosphere and empower us to be worthy stewards
of creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

For judges, juries, and all who work in the judicial system, that they desire wisdom, seek truth,
rule with fairness, and have the courage to do what is right. Eliminate oppression and injustice
in our criminal justice system. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

For all who are lonely, especially those who have newly arrived in an unfamiliar city or
country, political prisoners without recourse to justice, hospital patients without visitors, and
any who are ill or grief-stricken. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

For those in our congregation and community engaged in advocacy work (local ministries
may be named), that with the persistence of the widow, they lift their voices in seeking justice
on behalf of others. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

For those who have taught us faith and now rest in your heavenly peace (especially), that we
remember and give thanks for these saints who shared the gospel through word and deed.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.



A reflection for this Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost...

Kyrie eleison: Persistence in Prayer

Two characters step out of scripture today to teach us about persistence in prayer. One is
named. Jacob is the devious brother who tricked his twin, Esau, out of his birthright and
their father’s blessing, and Jacob was himself duped on his wedding night by his father-in-
law, Laban. The other character, unnamed, is a widow acquainted with grief, one among
many marginalized and vulnerable people, but a woman who dares to stand her ground in
her quest for justice. On the banks of the river Jabbok, Jacob wrestles with the angel and
limps away with a blessing and a new identity. The unnamed widow repeatedly appeals for
justice and finally is vindicated. Many have known persistent prayer as a kind of wrestling
with God. Many have pleaded with God for justice and mercy. Today God'’s grace and mercy
is known in the blessing of baptismal remembrance and our identity as beloved children of
God.
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