
Reading  s for Mid-week Lenten services  

Wednesday, March 1

Matthew 18: 10-14

‘Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, in heaven their 
angels continually see the face of my Father in heaven. What do you think? If a shepherd has
a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the 
mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he 
rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of 
your Father in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost. 

Wednesday, March 8

John 7:53 – 8:11

Then each of them went home, while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. Early in the morning 
he came again to the temple. All the people came to him and he sat down and began to teach
them. The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery; and 
making her stand before all of them, they said to him, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught in the 
very act of committing adultery. Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone such women. 
Now what do you say?’ They said this to test him, so that they might have some charge to 
bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. When they kept 
on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, ‘Let anyone among you who is 
without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.’ And once again he bent down and wrote on the
ground. When they heard it, they went away, one by one, beginning with the elders; and 
Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. Jesus straightened up and said to 
her, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?’ She said, ‘No one, sir.’ And 
Jesus said, ‘Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and from now on do not sin again.’]]

Wednesday, March 15

John 7:14-31, 37-39

About the middle of the festival Jesus went up into the temple and began to teach. The Jews 
were astonished at it, saying, ‘How does this man have such learning, when he has never 
been taught?’ Then Jesus answered them, ‘My teaching is not mine but his who sent me. 
Anyone who resolves to do the will of God will know whether the teaching is from God or 



whether I am speaking on my own. Those who speak on their own seek their own glory; but 
the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and there is nothing false in him. 

‘Did not Moses give you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why are you looking for an 
opportunity to kill me?’ The crowd answered, ‘You have a demon! Who is trying to kill you?’ 
Jesus answered them, ‘I performed one work, and all of you are astonished. Moses gave you 
circumcision (it is, of course, not from Moses, but from the patriarchs), and you circumcise a 
man on the sabbath. If a man receives circumcision on the sabbath in order that the law of 
Moses may not be broken, are you angry with me because I healed a man’s whole body on 
the sabbath? Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgement.’ 

Now some of the people of Jerusalem were saying, ‘Is not this the man whom they are trying 
to kill? And here he is, speaking openly, but they say nothing to him! Can it be that the 
authorities really know that this is the Messiah? Yet we know where this man is from; but 
when the Messiah comes, no one will know where he is from.’ Then Jesus cried out as he 
was teaching in the temple, ‘You know me, and you know where I am from. I have not come 
on my own. But the one who sent me is true, and you do not know him. I know him, because I
am from him, and he sent me.’ Then they tried to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him, 
because his hour had not yet come. Yet many in the crowd believed in him and were saying, 
‘When the Messiah comes, will he do more signs than this man has done?’ 

On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, 
‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the 
scripture has said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.” ’ Now he said 
this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, 
because Jesus was not yet glorified. 

Wednesday, March 22

Psalm 146

Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
   I will sing praises to my God all my life long. 

Do not put your trust in princes,
   in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
   on that very day their plans perish. 



Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
   whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
who made heaven and earth,
   the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith for ever; 
   who executes justice for the oppressed;
   who gives food to the hungry. 

The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
   the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
   the Lord loves the righteous. 
The Lord watches over the strangers;
   he upholds the orphan and the widow,
   but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

The Lord will reign for ever,
   your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the Lord! 

Wednesday, March 29

Matthew 22:23-33

The same day some Sadducees came to him, saying there is no resurrection; and they asked
him a question, saying, ‘Teacher, Moses said, “If a man dies childless, his brother shall marry 
the widow, and raise up children for his brother.” Now there were seven brothers among us; 
the first married, and died childless, leaving the widow to his brother. The second did the 
same, so also the third, down to the seventh. Last of all, the woman herself died. In the 
resurrection, then, whose wife of the seven will she be? For all of them had married her.’ 

Jesus answered them, ‘You are wrong, because you know neither the scriptures nor the 
power of God. For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like
angels in heaven. And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to
you by God, “I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”? He is God 
not of the dead, but of the living.’ And when the crowd heard it, they were astounded at his 
teaching. 


