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Introduction

The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the 
power of sin and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a cup of
cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent on our baptismal 
mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome. 

Prayer of the Day

O God, you direct our lives by your grace, and your words of justice and mercy reshape the 
world. Mold us into a people who welcome your word and serve one another, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 22:1-14
Abraham was prepared to obey God’s command amid extreme contradiction: the child to be sacrificed is the 
very child through whom Abraham is to receive descendants. God acknowledged Abraham’s obedient faith, and 
Abraham offered a ram in the place of his son Isaac.
1God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2He said, “Take 
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him 

there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” 3So Abraham rose 
early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his 
son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the 

distance that God had shown him. 4On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place 

far away. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I 

will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.” 6Abraham took the 
wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the 

knife. So the two of them walked on together. 7Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And
he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb 

for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, 
my son.” So the two of them walked on together.

 9When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and 
laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 
10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. 11But the angel of the
LORD called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I 

am.”12[The angel] said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I 

know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”13And 
Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took 

the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called that 
place “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be 
provided.”



Psalm 13

 1How long, O LORD? Will you forget | me forever?
  How long will you hide your | face from me?

 2How long shall I have perplexity in my mind, and grief in my heart, day | after day?
  How long shall my enemy triumph | over me?

 3Look upon me and answer me, O | LORD my God;
  give light to my eyes, lest I | sleep in death;

 4lest my enemy say, “I | have defeated you,”
  and my foes rejoice that | I have fallen.

 5But I trust in your un- | failing love;
  my heart is joyful because of your | saving help.

 6I will sing | to the LORD,
  who has dealt | with me richly.

Second Reading: Romans 6:12-23
Sin is an enslaving power which motivates us to live self-serving, disobedient lives. Sin’s final payoff is death. 
We, however, have been set free from sin’s slavery to live obediently under God’s grace, whose end is the free 
gift of eternal life.
12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 
13No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present 
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your 

members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, 
since you are not under law but under grace.

 15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!
16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are 
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which 

leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, 
have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, 
18and that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19I am 
speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented 
your members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your 
members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.

 20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So what 
advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those

things is death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the 

advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.



Gospel: Matthew 10:40-42
When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and hardships they will face. 
He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and support their ministry.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes 

me welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet
will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a 

righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of 
cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these 
will lose their reward.”
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Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need, saying “God, in 
your mercy,” and responding, “hear our prayer.”

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. For wisdom to heed the voices of prophets in our midst who cast a 
vision of God’s promised future. For courage to welcome people whom society rejects. For 
resolve to serve all in need. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for creation. For (local bodies of water and) all rivers, lakes, oceans, and streams. 
For lands experiencing scorching heat, drought, or wildfires. For conservation organizations 
and environmental activists. For scientists working on clean energy solutions. God, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for this nation and all nations. For (national elected leaders and) presidents, 
governors, and legislators. For judges, juries, district attorneys, and public defenders. For 
military personnel. For those who are incarcerated. Guide us in ways of freedom that promote
the common good. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for those in need. For exiles, immigrants, refugees, and those seeking asylum. For 
victims of harassment, torture, or abuse. For those who are ill (especially). For any near death
and for all who grieve. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for children. For their safety at home and in childcare settings. For their flourishing at
summer programs and camps. For the many people who care for them including parents and 
grandparents; childcare workers and teachers; coaches, counsellors, and mentors; 
pediatricians and psychologists. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We give thanks for (names and) all the saints and prophets who have received the free gift of 
God, which is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. May their lives of humble service inspire us
in faith. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer us, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.



A reflection for this Fifth Sunday after Pentecost...

Life in Christ Includes Praise and Lament

Though we may prefer to think of God giving us lives of joy and ease, a full life in Christ also 
includes sorrow and grief. To the extent we are willing to acknowledge God’s presence in 
every circumstance, our faith becomes integrated and sustainable through a lifetime.

The texts for today offer a survey of faith-full moments for the people of God, from arguably
the most disturbing story in all our scriptures (Genesis 22; semicontinuous series) to the 
proclamation of God’s everlasting faithfulness (Psalms 89 and 13).

Does our worship have a blind spot? Do we avoid faithful lament?

Marked by transformation as clear and life and death (Romans 6), the disciple naturally 
embodies the gospel of Jesus Christ. Like it or not, this includes moments of sadness, grief, 
and betrayal that were very much a part of Jesus’ faithful journey. If our lives are identified 
with Christ, disciples can name both joys and sorrows as dimensions of Christ’s story and 
purpose.

The greatest challenge of faith for most Christians is the moment of suffering, so this day 
invites us to practice faithful lament. In an age of denial when difficult things are swept 
under the rug, we may resist the idea that God wants anything to do with suffering. Our 
scriptures, however, ensure we do not avoid earth-bound realities. The psalmist wails a 
prayer in faith that not only laments abandonment by God but also confesses God’s 
steadfast love (Psalm 13; semicontinuous series). The story of Abraham and Isaac haunts our 
imaginations when we expect God to make life easy.

Worship calls us to faithfully lament as well as praise. Let today be a service of full-hearted 
proclamation of the depths of life in Christ.
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