“Opening our Bibles, Opening our Hearts"

Hospitality — Generosity — No Vengeance — No Coveting — Sabbath rest

1.
Romans 12:9-21

? Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; "®love one another with
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honour. "'Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in
spirit, serve the Lord. "?Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.

BContribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

'* Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. "Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep. "Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty,
but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone
evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. *If it is possible, so far as it
depends on you, live peaceably with all. "Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room
for the wrath of God; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the Lord.’ ®No, ‘if
your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by
doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.’ ?’Do not be overcome by evil, but

overcome evil with good.

Brueggemann video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GY73t yMblLc

How are we encouraged in ways that are alternative to ways of our society?
How are these a call to welcome others, and include everyone?
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2.
Deuteronomy 10:12-22

'2So now, O Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you? Only to fear the Lord your
God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and

, ®and to keep the commandments of the Lord your God and his decrees

with all your sou
that | am commanding you today, for your own well-being. *Although heaven and the
heaven of heavens belong to the Lord your God, the earth with all that is in it, "yet the Lord
set his heart in love on your ancestors alone and chose you, their descendants after them,
out of all the peoples, as it is today. “Circumcise, then, the foreskin of your heart, and do
not be stubborn any longer. "For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the
great God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe, "*who executes
justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the strangers, providing them with
food and clothing. "You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of
Egypt. *You shall fear the Lord your God; him alone you shall worship; to him you shall hold
fast, and by his name you shall swear. ?'He is your praise; he is your God, who has done for
you these great and awesome things that your own eyes have seen. ?Your ancestors went
down to Egypt seventy persons; and now the Lord your God has made you as numerous as

the stars in heaven.

ELCA video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uoadl1tAhEs

When we hear “fear” and “love” God, how might we understand that?
How does verse 18 speak about those on the margins of society? ...who are they today?
How does the verse 19 affect you?
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Psalm 121
" | lift up my eyes to the hills—

from where will my help come?
> My help comes from the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

* He will not let your foot be moved,;
he who keeps you will not slumber.
* He who keeps Israel

will neither slumber nor sleep.

> The Lord is your keeper;

the Lord is your shade at your right hand.
® The sun shall not strike you by day,

nor the moon by night.

’ The Lord will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.

® The Lord will keep
your going out and your coming in

from this time on and for evermore.

A Syrian refugee’s story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FmFXQFw16E

Can we embody a word of hope to those in need?
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4.
Matthew 15:21-28

2 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. ?Just then a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me,
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.’ #But he did not answer her at
all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting
after us.’ *He answered, 'l was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” ®But she
came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ *He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ ?’She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’ ®Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your
faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.

What is privilege?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hD5f8 GuNuGQ

How do the disciples and Jesus show a level of bigotry in the passage?
Are there ways in which we are blind to our racism and privilege?
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Matthew 25:34-45

**Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; **for | was
hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a
stranger and you welcomed me, *I was naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick and you
took care of me, | was in prison and you visited me.” *Then the righteous will answer him,
“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? **And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or
naked and gave you clothing? *And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and
visited you?” °And the king will answer them, “Truly | tell you, just as you did it to one of
the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” *'Then he will say to
those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared
for the devil and his angels; **for | was hungry and you gave me no food, | was thirsty and
you gave me nothing to drink, *’l was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and
you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” *Then they also
will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or
sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he will answer them, “Truly | tell you,
just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.”

“Is this a gay church now?” video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_2Z6HHcmGg

How do we see need, and open ourselves?

Is seeing Christ in our neighbour possible?

In the video, the comment is made that “we need to be able to be a church that is able to
hold more types of people” — what do you think?
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