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Introduction

We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus’ call to follow him an invitation to 
freedom. This is freedom to revel in the Spirit’s fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience. This is 
freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us from the fullness of the life God 
has given us. This is the path of life.

Prayer of the Day

Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true 
freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we 
may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
Elijah’s ministry is finished as he is taken up into heaven, and a new chapter begins as Elisha inherits the mantle
and the spirit of his teacher. Like the great prophet Moses before them, both Elijah and Elisha part a body of 
water through the power of God.
1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 

were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as 
far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.” So they went down to Bethel.

 6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, 
“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 
7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as 

they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and 
struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them 
crossed on dry ground.

 9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am 

taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He 
responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it 

will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire 
and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 
12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them 
in two pieces.

 13He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and stood on 

the bank of the Jordan. 14He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the 
water, saying, “Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” When he had struck the water, the 
water was parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over.



Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20

 1I will cry a- | loud to God;
  I will cry aloud, and | God will hear me.

 2In the day of my trouble I | sought the Lord;
  my hand was stretched out by night and did not tire; I refused | to be comforted.

 11I will remember the works | of the LORD,
  and call to mind your won- | ders of old.

 12I will meditate on | all your acts
  and ponder your | mighty deeds.

 13Your way, O | God, is holy;
  who is so great a god | as our God?

 14You are the God | who works wonders
  and have declared your power a- | mong the peoples.

 15By your strength you have re- | deemed your people,
  the descendants of Ja- | cob and Joseph.

 16The waters saw you, O God; the waters saw | you and trembled;
  the very | depths were shaken.

 17The clouds poured out water; | the skies thundered;
  your lightning bolts flashed | to and fro;

 18the sound of your thunder was in the whirlwind; your lightnings lit | up the world;
  the earth trem- | bled and shook.

 19Your way was in the sea, and your paths in | the great waters,
  yet your footsteps | were not seen.

 20You led your people | like a flock
  by the hand of Mo- | ses and Aaron.

Second Reading: Galatians 5:1, 13-25
For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is the invitation to be what we 
could not be otherwise. The power and guidance of Christ’s Holy Spirit produce a different kind of life, one 
marked by the fruit of this Holy Spirit.
1For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke 
of slavery.

 13For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. 14For the 
whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 15If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not 
consumed by one another.



 16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For what the flesh 
desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these 

are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18But if you are led by 

the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. 19Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication,

impurity, licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, 

dissensions, factions, 21envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning 
you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

 22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 24And those 

who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25If we live 
by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.

Gospel: Luke 9:51-62
Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be swayed by pettiness. In a 
series of striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a similar single-mindedness.
51When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 
52And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the 

Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but they did not receive him, because his face was set 

toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want

us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 55But he turned and 

rebuked them. 56Then they went on to another village.

 57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you 

go.” 58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son 

of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, 

first let me go and bury my father.” 60But Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own 

dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61Another said, “I will follow you, 

Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62Jesus said to him, “No one who 
puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”
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Prayers of Intercession

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in need, 
saying “God of grace” and responding, “hear our prayer.”

A brief silence.

God of faithfulness, set the face of your church firmly on you. Rooted in your self-giving love, 
may the church find freedom in loving our neighbours. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of gentleness, strengthen the earth’s ability to heal. Where there are dangerous storms, 
bring calm. Where there are destructive fires, bring rain. Protect homes, habitats, and 
livelihoods threatened by climate disasters. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of peace, guide all who govern, that they place the good of their citizens above self-
promotion. Anoint leaders of nations with your Spirit of neighborly love. Protect refugees and 
all who live under tyranny or conflict. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of kindness, reveal your healing presence to all who are sick or dying (especially those 
who we name at this time, aloud or silently on our hearts...). Uphold those who grieve. 
Support the needs of any who are unemployed, hungry, or have nowhere to lay their heads. 
God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of love, attend to those struggling with addiction, depression, or uncontrolled anger. 
Provide support systems and loving companions as they work toward health, that they may 
rest in hope and know the fullness of joy in your presence. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of joy, we give thanks for all who have died and now celebrate the inheritance of life in 
you. Keep their examples of faithfulness always before us, that we trust your promises in life 
and in death. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these 
spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
Amen.



A reflection for this Third Sunday after Pentecost...

Asking Everything

What does it mean to be a disciple? Today’s texts answer this question in various ways.

Elisha was given the burdensome mantle of Elijah. Up until this point he’d simply been a 
student of the great prophet. Then, without much warning, Elijah passed the leadership 
responsibility onto him and transitioned dramatically from this life into the next. Because it 
was an immense responsibility, Elisha asked his master for a double portion of his spirit and 
was given it. God generously provided for Elisha so that he could faithfully continue Elijah’s 
work.

Paul spells out the mission before us. Last week, he pointed out the power we’ve been 
given through our baptism. Now he explains that with the Spirit of God within, our lives 
should be different. He contrasts the work of the flesh with the fruit of the Spirit. We are 
called to use our freedom in Christ for good, so that God can transform our lives and 
empower us for ministry.

In the gospel, Jesus faces more resistance from those he’s called. People conjure up all sorts
of excuses why they can’t start right away, but Jesus will have none of it. He’s calling and he 
wants a straight answer now. You’re in or you’re out. He makes it clear that answering his call
and living the life of discipleship requires no less than everything.

These passages are difficult. They show how much God is demanding of those who wish to 
follow. Those called are asked to give everything. No wonder there is resistance. Yet, they 
also remind us that the Spirit will support our work and, in turn, give us everything to enable
us to answer the call.
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