April 7, 2024 — Second Sunday of Easter

www.GloriaDeiWinnipeg.org

Introduction

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s
presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on
the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus
offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed
into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one
among us is in need.

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ
among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Acts 4:32-35

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great
grace was upon them all. 3*There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 3*They laid it at the
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

Psalm 133
'How good and how pleasant it is,
when kindred live together in unity!
%It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.
3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.



Second Reading: 1John 1:1—2:2

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with
our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—
2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life
that was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and
heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father
and with his Son Jesus Christ. *“We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

>This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in
him there is no darkness at all. éIf we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking
in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; “but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all
sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. °If we
confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. °lf we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in
us.

Z1My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

Gospel: John 20:19-31

BWhen it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” 2°After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. ?!Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, so | send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. 2°So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless |
see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in
his side, | will not believe.”

267 week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2’Then
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in
my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 2Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” ?°Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have come to believe.”



30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in
this book. 3!But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
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Prayers of Intercession

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the disciples, draw near to us
this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our faith is renewed and we witness to your love.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees, crops, wildflowers, and all growing
things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and others who tend the soil and nurture plants
into life. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police, firefighters, paramedics, and other
first responders to work for the well-being of communities and the dignity of every person, that
no one may need to live in fear. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for justice, for an end
to racism and other oppression, and for a world where all are fed and safe. We pray for all who
cry out in suffering or pain. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors, deacons, musicians, and
other staff, administrators, and volunteers who facilitated Holy Week and Easter worship. Open
our hearts to discern where God calls each of us to serve. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Accept our gratitude, O God, for the lives of those who now rest in you. Grant us your peace
amid our fears. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.

Amen.



A reflection for this Second Sunday of Easter

Wounded Resurrection Power Restores Community

Jesus’ resurrection confronts the sadness and loneliness of Thomas’s doubt. Many
people in congregations left last Sunday’s celebration of the resurrection with
feelings similar to those of Thomas. Somehow, Thomas was not in the right place at
the right time to see Jesus show up in the flesh. No doubt, people in the pews can
relate to Thomas’s missed opportunity. Perhaps they were unable to attend a family
Easter gathering. Maybe a bunch of friends had box seats to the hottest game in
town, and they were not able to afford one. Maybe a chemo treatment interrupted
an opportunity for career advancement. Human beings are endlessly plagued with
feelings of not fully belonging to the group, and they desire a savior to use magical
power to restore perfection.

Time and again, the disciples seek a messiah who overwhelms them and the world
with crushing military might and magical cures. Today, the power of the
resurrection is most realized in the real, deep wounds of Jesus’ own body. Without
those wounds and the real sacrifice that God made on the cross, Thomas'’s faith
would always be hobbled by his overwhelming doubt. Yet people still ask: how can
God'’s reality of overflowing love and life confront and transform our parched world
and wounded bodies?

Jesus makes faith happen today by breathing the Holy Spirit upon the disciples and
blessing them with peace. He shows Thomas and all God’s people that the life-
changing resurrection embraces the wounds all people carry. God the Creator’s
peace, Jesus’ wounds, and the breath of the Holy Spirit lead Thomas to believe that
Jesus was raised from the dead. Then, Thomas trusts God to care for his body and
his life. Just like Jesus’ ministry prior to the cross, Jesus reaches for the outsider
and restores Thomas to his place in the community.
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